SANTA MONICA PULSE

SURVEY RESPONSES FOR JULY 2025
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A Project of Eyes on 1l

Text message poll sent to ~1,000 Santa Monicans between Aug 7-11 with a response rate of 11 percent.

QUESTION 1:

Last month, the Santa Monica City Council
asked city staff to draft an ordinance imposing
new mandates on Pier restaurants. Specifically,
the ordinance would require these businesses

to not oppose union organizing drives, and
require them to offer jobs to previously laid-off
workers before hiring new ones. Mayor Lana
Negrete opposed the ordinance, called it a “huge
overreach.” A similar proposal was rejected

by the Council in 2018, with then-Mayor Ted
Winterer saying “we have already imposed a lot
of requirements on our small businesses.” Would
you say that you support or oppose this new
small business mandate?

Total Pct

1. Strongly Support 513%

2. Somewhat Support 6.84%

3. Somewhat Oppose 5.13%

4. Strongly Oppose 75.21%

5. Unsure 7.69%

TOTAL 100.00%
QUESTION 3:

Local law enforcement and outreach teams have
reported a rise in residents living in cars, vans,
and RVs—up from 63 individuals in last year’s
count to 84 this year. While outreach efforts
have been made, some individuals declined
shelter offers. Should the city prioritize stricter
enforcement of parking and housing laws to
deter vehicle dwelling?

Total Pct

1. Yes 87.17%
2. No 7.69%
3. Not sure 5.13%
TOTAL 100.00%

QUESTION 2:

In an unprecedented move, the City Council
recently removed six Downtown Santa Monica
(DTSM) board members and replaced them
with temporary members, including former
city officials. Councilmembers in favor of

this shake up argued that the DTSM Board
was dysfunctional and “skewed” toward
property owners. Critics of the move said

it felt unfair and seemed like an attempt to
replace the board with people that serve the
Councilmembers’ interests. Do you support or
oppose the Council’s decision?

Total Pct

1. | support the decision 16.24%
2. |1 do not support the decision 59.83%
3. Not sure / Need more information 23.93%
TOTAL 100.00%




